
UP FOR JUSTICE  
Welcome to the revised monthly prayer letter #UpForJustice from the ISJC. October 2015 

Prayer Focus: 

Ending Extreme Poverty 
2015 is a milestone year at the United Nations (UN) as it 

marks the end of the eight Millennium Development Goals 

agreed upon by the member states of the UN in 2000. 

These goals have led the development agenda for the 

past 15 years. Focusing on specific goals has led to 

amazing improvements in some areas. However, much 

has yet to be achieved. 

Over the past three years the UN has led a process to 

develop a new set of goals for the next 15 years in a 

document entitled ‘Transforming our World – the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development’. The faith 

community has contributed to this process, believing that 

living out our faith in the world includes being involved in 

issues of international scope and importance, and 

advocating for the most vulnerable in this arena. 

The first of the Sustainable Development Goals proposed 

concerns ending poverty. In April 2015, General André 

Cox, international leader of The Salvation Army, endorsed 

a statement developed by a committee of people of a 

variety of faith traditions entitled ‘Ending Extreme Poverty: 

a Moral and Spiritual Imperative’. 

 

The following is an extract:- 

‘As leaders from diverse religious traditions, we share a 

compelling vision to end extreme poverty by the year 

2030. We in the faith community embrace this moral 

imperative because we share the belief that the moral test 

of our society is how the weakest and most vulnerable are 

faring. Our sacred texts also call us to combat injustice 

and uplift the poorest in our midst. No one, regardless of 

sex, age, race, or belief, should be denied experiencing 

the fullness of life. 

‘This is why the continued existence of extreme poverty in 

a plentiful world offends us so deeply. Our faith is tested 

and our hearts are broken when, in an age of 

unprecedented wealth and scientific advancement, so 

many still live in degrading conditions. We know too well 

that extreme poverty thwarts human purpose, chokes 

human potential, and affronts human dignity. In our 

increasingly interconnected world, there is enough to 

ensure that no one has to fight for their daily survival. 

‘Ending extreme poverty will require a comprehensive 

approach that tackles its underlying causes – including 

preventable illness, a lack of access to quality education, 

joblessness, corruption, violent conflicts, and 

discrimination against women, ethnic minorities and other 

groups. It will also necessitate a change in the habits that 

cause poverty – greed and waste, numbness to the pain 

of others, and exploitation of people and the natural world. 

It calls for a holistic and sustainable approach that 

transforms cultures and institutions, and hearts as well as 

minds. 

‘We commit to working together to end the scandal of 

extreme poverty. We will act, advocate, educate, and 

collaborate, both among ourselves and with broader 

initiatives. And we commit to holding all levels of 

leadership accountable – public and private, domestic and 

international. 

‘Our approach to this staggering need must be holistic, 

rooted in the spiritual visions of our respective faiths, and 

built on a shared recognition of the intrinsic dignity and 

value of every life on Earth.’ 

  

This month we ask prayer for guidance and wisdom in our 

actions as people, corps (churches) and an international 

church to contribute toward this goal of ending extreme 

poverty. Pray for changes in the attitudes and systems 

that perpetuate inequality and poverty, and for the people 

who suffer as a result. 

ISJC News for 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 
 
The Social Justice Seminar at 
the Boundless congress was 
attended by 750 people, with 
more unable to be 
accommodated in the venue. 
The papers presented are 
now available on the website. 
 
70,000 signatures have been 
collected by The Salvation 
Army for the #UpForSchool 
petition. They form part of the 
eight million signatures 
collected in total and 
delivered by the UN Special 
Ambassador for Education, 
Mr Gordon Brown, to UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon at the end of 
September. 
 
ISJC staff member Captain 
Kathy Crombie has returned 
safely from two deployments 
with the IHQ International 
Emergency Services team in 
Nepal, following the 
earthquake there. 
Kimberly Ivany, an intern who 
was with us for three months 
from Canada, has returned 
home having done a fantastic 
job on revising the ISJC 
website. 
 
We welcomed two new 
interns in September, Luke 
Cozens from the United 
Kingdom Territory with the 
Republic of Ireland, and 
Robert Docter, from the USA 
Western Territory. 
Unfortunately our third intern, 
Pauline from India, was 
refused a visa. We are 
working with the USA Eastern 
Territory to investigate 
possible options. 
 
An International Anti-Human 
Trafficking Task Force has 
been appointed by the Chief 
of Staff, chaired by Lieut-
Colonel Eirwen Pallant, 
Deputy Director at the ISJC. 
The first meeting was held in 
July. The scope of the 
problem of human trafficking 
is huge and there is much to 
be done. 

 

The following Bible verses may help reflection on poverty and justice 
1. The Lord says: Be fair-minded. Do what is right! Help those in need of justice! Quit 

your evil deeds! Protect the rights of aliens and immigrants, orphans and widows; 
stop murdering the innocent! (Jeremiah 22:3 The Living Bible). 

2. No, he has told you what he wants, and this is all it is: to be fair, just, merciful, and to 
walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8 TLB). 

3. But if someone who is supposed to be a Christian has money enough to live well, 
and sees a brother in need, and won’t help him – how can God’s love be within him? 
(1 John 3:17 TLB). 

4. Don’t think only of yourself. Try to think of the other fellow, too, and what is best for 
him (1 Corinthians 10:24 TLB). 

5. When God’s children are in need, you be the one to help them out. And get into the 
habit of inviting guests home for dinner or, if they need lodging, for the night 
(Romans 12:13 TLB).  

 
Other International Issues for Prayer 
 The plight of refugees fleeing war, persecution and violence. 

 The continuing work of The Salvation Army in places affected by disaster, including 
Nepal, Vanuatu and Japan. 

 The ongoing political unrest in many places. 


